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On Oct. 18, employees of the state-owned Guyana Sugar Corporation (GUYSUCO) walked off
the job to pressure the government for a minimum wage equivalent to US$3.00 per day. Secretary
general of the Guyana Agricultural and General Workers Union (GAWU), Komal Chand, told
reporters that the decision to strike occurred after the 12th round of wage talks with management
failed to produce an agreement. GUYSUCO president Harold Davis described the strike as a
contract violation, and warned that the company reserved the right to take whatever action deemed
necessary to protect the interests of workers and the industry. Company managers are concerned
about supplying the European Economic Community with the full quantity of its sugar quota,
167,000 tons, before year-end. Last year, Guyana failed to deliver the quota amount to the EEC,
result of a poor harvest and strikes affecting the industry. Government officials are also worried
about the impact of the strike on meeting targets contained in a three-year agreement with the
International Monetary Fund. Guyanese export revenues for 1989 are already lower than projected,
result of prolonged strikes earlier this year by workers in the sugar and bauxite industries protesting
austerity measures. (Basic data from Xinhua, 10/18/89)
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